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PLEASE NOTE

Prior to Laying:

(Wood Flooring should never be stored outdoors, on a cement floor, in a garage or in any damp conditions.

(Unfinished Hardwood Flooring packs should be opened and boards spread around the room in which it is to be laid and left to acclimatise for at least 5 days.

( Pre-Finished Solid Hardwood Flooring packs should be laid flat and unopened where it is to be laid overnight.

(The optimal humidity range for hardwood flooring is 45%-60%; temperature should be maintained at about 18(C.

(In a new construction all windows, doors etc should be installed, and all wet trades should be completed.  Where a new concrete slab has been laid, the moisture content must not exceed 5% and the humidity level of the building must not exceed 60%. 

(Joists or battens should not be wider apart than 350mm and should be firmly fixed and free of decay. All timbers used for joists or battens should have moisture content not exceeding 14%. They should be treated against insect and fungal attack.
(Suspended joists should be free from rot. The usual cause of infestation is moist or damp air trapped beneath the floor. To alleviate this problem adequate ventilation is essential. If joists are hung over concrete there must be a gap of at least 150mm between the concrete and the joist. If joists are hung directly over earth slabs the slabs should be waterproofed with a surface D.P.M. In all cases joists should be fixed with maximum centres of 350mm.
(Joists / Battens to concrete whether laid on or level with the concrete screed ventilation is unnecessary but a surface membrane is still required. Care must be taken when fixing through the membrane and an additional D.P.M. is required if the surface membrane is punctured. All battens must be treated against insect and fungal attack and laid at a maximum of 350mm centres. The moisture content of the battens should not exceed 14%.
(In areas where the flooring comes into contact with a fireplace, stove, heating system or un-insulated hot air vents a layer of asphalt or wax paper should be laid first.  This will prevent excess drying out of the wood flooring.

(For Traditional Range Unfinished Hardwood Overlay Flooring the fitting instructions are the same as below, however as it is not load bearing, Overlay should be laid onto an existing wooden floor NOT joists or battens.

ATKINSON & KIRBY RECOMMEND FITTING BY A PROFESSIONAL FLOORING CONTRACTOR.

Step 1:  Establish a Starting Point

(Before beginning the actual installation, spread out short and long lengths equally over the area where the floor is to be installed.

Remember: Flooring is to be installed at right angles to the floor joists and if possible in the longest dimension of the room.

(Work out of several packs at a time to ensure an even colour and shade distribution over the whole floor.

(Align the first row of planks to be sure that you have a good straight line from one side of the room to the other.  Put a chalk line at the desired distance from the wall to help align the planks.  The end joints of the flooring should be staggered (minimum of 150mm) to achieve the best appearance in the finished floor.

Important: Leave at least 18mm for expansion at all vertical surfaces or at least what will be covered by the skirting board or quarter round trim.

Step 2 Installing the Floor
(Align the first piece on the chalk line.  The groove side and end will be facing the starting wall.  Pre-Drill holes and drive 7D or 8D finish nails or screw type flooring nails into the face of the board every 300mm approximately 12–18mm from the edge closest to the starting wall and within 50-75mm from the ends and in the darker grain of the wood.

(Edge nail the plank by driving the same type nails at a 50( angle through the tongue of the first piece, spacing the nails every 200-250mm and within 50-75mm from the ends.  This process should be repeated for each piece in the entire first row.  Upon completion of the first row, go back and sink the face nails with a nail punch.  If it appears that the holes will not be covered by the wall base or quarter round trim, fill the holes with hardwood flooring putty, which blends with your floor.

(Begin installing the second row by repeating the edge nailing. (Do not face nail as in the first row).

Note: Typically the first few rows must be edge nailed by hand rather than with a nailing machine, due to vertical wall obstruction.  When clearance allows, an edge nailing machine, which drives 50mm fasteners with an appropriate mallet, can be used to simplify and speed up the nailing process.

(Install each succeeding row of planks by edge nailing and tongue slide every 200-250mm to within 50-75mm from the board ends.  Be attentive to staggering the ends of the boards at least 150mm in adjacent rows to avoid the clustering of end joints.  Upon reaching the last row to be installed, the planks should be ripped to allow a 18mm expansion space.  The last row must be fastened by face nailing approximately 12-18mm the back edge of the board every 300mm.  The same process of counter sinking the face nails and applying hardwood putty should be repeated.

It should be remembered that the floor layer is the last person to inspect the floor.  Care should be taken to ensure that a balance is maintained when laying out the floor; any pieces that are suspect should not be laid. A waste factor of 5% should also be taken into account.

Step 3: Special Circumstances

(Doorways, pipes, vents, other fixed objects and stairs)
(Doorways: At doorways the floor should be broken with an expansion gap.  The expansion gap should be covered with a T section moulding, this will allow individual rooms to expand and contract within their own areas.

(Pipes, vents and other fixed objects:  Each can be unique, but the general rule is to measure very carefully before you cut and remember to leave a 15mm expansion gap between the object and the flooring.  Cover the expansion gaps with mouldings, vent covers or pipe rings when the floor is complete.

(Installation on stairs:  Flooring on stairs must be fully nailed to the stairs. Mouldings should be installed using either screw type fasteners or nails.

(A full Range of hardwood trims are also available to finish your floor.

PLEASE NOTE THAT UNFINISHED SOLID HARDWOOD FLOORING MUST BE SANDED USING AN APPROPRIATE SANDING MACHINE AND SEALED WITH A SEAL APPROPRIATE FOR THE LEVEL OF TRAFFIC IN THE ROOM, ONCE INSTALLED.

After Installation

Control of humidity remains an important factor in preserving the woods appearance and form.  It is therefore important to maintain a stable humidity level all year round.

The appearance of spaces between the boards indicates a drying out of the wood and an insufficient degree of humidity.

The appearance of waves or noticeable swelling in the finish of the wood floor indicates the presence of excessive humidity.  Heating systems may have to be utilised throughout the year to maintain the correct humidity level.  The installation of a humidifier or air exchange system can prove indispensable in controlling humidity.

Don’t forget that wood is a natural, living material and that you must look after it for life.  Proper maintenance program should always be carried out.

Maintenance

Maintain a normal indoor relative humidity level between 45 and 65% throughout the year, to minimise the natural expansion and contraction of wood.

Avoid gouges or cuts in your floor from sharp objects.  While your hardwood floor is one of the most wear resistant floors on the market, sharp or pointed objects can nevertheless damage it.

Do not walk on your floor with stiletto style heels, spiked golf shoes or cleats; they may cause indentations in your floor.

Rearrange rugs and furniture periodically so the floor ages evenly.  UV sunlight will soften the tone of different species of hardwood to varying degrees.

Keep pets nails trimmed.

Use a dolly when removing heavy furniture or appliances.  But first, put down a sheet of quarter inch plywood or Masonite to protect the floor.  Never try to slide or roll heavy objects across the floor.

Repairs
Minor damage can be easily repaired with finishing putty available in matching colours.

For more extensive damage, you’re authorised flooring specialist who can replace individual boards or an entire area with new flooring as required.




Laying Guidance for Solid Hardwood Strip Flooring
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